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Dear Family and Friends,

Greetings of thanksgiving in the name of Jesus our Lord. God says “he who offers a
sacrifice of thanksgiving honors Me; and to him who orders his way aright I shall show the
salvation of God.” (Ps 50:23) How blessed are we to know the living God and more
importantly, to be known by Him! This is a truth we must remind each other of,
especially during this season as the days grow shorter and darker, the air grows colder
and wetter. Some claim they can feel the darkness in this country; like a thick fog clings
to northern seas, rendering the weary pilgrim incapable of securing safe passage to the
looming, uncertain shore. And yet, despite all this, we have hope! We know that, as
followers of the Lord Jesus Christ, our passage is secure and we will arrive on the future
shore in His timing, and we will shine like the sun in that day! (Matthew 13:43) Oh how
glorious it will be; oh how thankful we are for our Redeemer!

Over the past two years, we have walked with our group through the old testament
stories which unfold God's plan of salvation and lead us to the birth of our Savior. It
seems to be God's providence that we will be completing this series right in time for
Christmas. We will celebrate together how on Christmas day, finally the potential for our
sins to be removed was viable. We will gather on both Sunday the 22" of Dec. for a
Christmas message and corporate worship, and on December 25" for a time of musical
worship and games. We will also continue our tradition of praying through the New Year
on Dec. 31 through January 1.

As we look back on this past year, we acknowledge that we have seen more than the
average amount of pain and heartache and suffered more than average loss. However, in
this same year we have seen such wonderful growth in the lives of our disciples as well as
in our own lives. God has revealed Himself to us in such powerful ways. Currently in our
church, we have more people that are attending on a regular basis than we have ever had
before. And the most exciting part is that they are growing in their love for Christ and
beginning to learn how to use their spiritual gifts for the building up of the body.

One brother in particular has been growing steadily in his faith. In order to share
Christ with others, he has begun buying and selling Christian books at the local used book
fair. This leads to open conversations about Christianity and also gives him opportunity to
pass out New Testaments, our contact information, and free brochures.

He exclaimed to us the other day, “I never thought that I would be able to share the
Gospel with anyone, but after all your encouraging I thought, well, why not give it a try.
Since I began this, I have never been so happy or joyful in all my life! I'm praying God
will use me in this way to grow His church!” Pray for our brother, Bulbul, to continue to
be bold in his faith and that we would continue come along side him to fan into flame the
gift that God has given him.

Thus, our year ends with joyful hope of what the Lord will do in 2020 and heartfelt
thanksgiving for what we have seen and experienced Him doing in our lives and the
church in 2019. May He receive all the glory and unending praise and may we grow in
being vessels of mercy to a dying world. Happy Thanksgiving - there is so much to be
thankful for! May your celebrations of Jesus' birth be truly blessed and sing with eternal
joy! Merry Christmas!

For the joy set before us,
Joe, Karyn, and Angela Cavon



Praises and Prayers:

» Praise God for a great time of fellowship with our Turkish friends during our
Thanksgiving feast.

Praise God for Bulbul's boldness and growth in Christ.

Praise God for granting Necip fruit from his labors in sharing Christ with his friends.
Pray for his friend Engin who seems genuinely interested.

Praise God for our unity with Christ that enables us to stand before God and be
vessels of mercy to everyone.

Praise God for a lost lamb who has returned to the fold.

Pray for wisdom on how to spend our time most effectively.

Pray for our friends Ak and Naz who began coming to our English meeting and are
now regularly attending our worship meetings and have expressed true interest.
Pray for our Christmas and New Year celebrations to be meaningful and Christ
glorifying.

Pray for guidance and fruit as we use social media for our church group; much of
the programs have changed. May He lead us to just the right venue for
advertisements.

Pray for the members of our church to desire a passionate love for both God and
one another - including the lost.

Pray for believers to work diligently to rightly divide the word of truth.

Pray for Aydin to lay aside his pride and accept what God has done for us through
His beloved son!

Pray for Saray to realize her need for a Savior and prioritize her life to seek Him
first and foremost.

Pray for Vedat to continue to seek God even while he is away from us until spring in
an eastern village with no witness.

Pray for energy and ideas as we plan the upcoming Christmas events.

Pray for everyone to seek God first in all the decisions that are made.

Pray for Zevk as she seeks after God. May He enlighten the eyes of her heart and
may she continue to diligently seek truth.

Pray we as a body would draw close to God and to each other and thereby shine as
true lights in this community.
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