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Dear Family and Friends,
Greetings with great joy and jubilee from Asia Minor in the name of our risen Savior, 

Jesus Christ.  It has been a difficult season, but our God has been good, indeed.  These 
trials and difficulties cause us to long all the more for our eternal home, do they not?  

We had the great pleasure of baptizing 3 new believers this month.  It is without any
hesitation that we exclaim that baptism day is truly one of the biggest highlights of our 
year.  We marvel at the different ways the Lord uses to draw His elect to Himself.  
Everyone's testimony is unique and speaks in a particular way about who this loving God 
is.  

This day also reminds us of the heinousness of sin and what an evil master it is.  As 
a church we go out to a river for both the ceremony and a celebratory picnic.  Our 
disciples explain in their own words how sin deceived them and how the truth of God and 
knowing Christ saved them from this bondage.  This proclamation of faith is a wonderful 
time for reflection as well as celebration.  There comes an unavoidable question for all of 
us in our lives which must be answered.  Do we want to be saved from our sin?  Do we 
hate sin and eagerly, persistently strive for holiness?  Or, do we merely want to be saved 
from the penalty of sin...finding that if we fall into a sin we only hate its consequence but 
still desire it?  Or do we hate sin so much and long within our entire beings, with our 
entire soul, for holiness; do we long to be in bondage to righteousness?  Jesus said, “I 
have come that they may have life, and have it to the full!” John 10:10.

 This is one of the biggest obstacles that we find in the ministry.  If you ask anyone, 
no one will say they want to go to hell for all eternity, but are they willing to give up 
everything and fall deeply in love with a holy God?  Are they willing to be renewed and 
enslaved to righteousness and not sin?  One must first see sin for what it is – an evil, 
selfish, slave master who offers fleeting pleasures ending in death.  By God's grace, we 
have had the privilege to see some come to God.  The symbolism we see as we witness 
and perform the baptism ceremony causes our hearts to shout with glee these things that 
we know to be truth.  Paul says in Romans 6:1-2, “What shall we say, then?  Shall we go 
on sinning so that grace may increase?  By no means!  We died to sin; how can we live in 
it any longer?”  Down, under the water, dying to sin, followed by being lifted up out of the
water and being raised with Christ to new life!  It was a beautiful time and we praise God 
for the opportunity to play a small role in His kingdom.  

It is hard to believe that we have been back for 3 years already.  The Lord has been 
at work through this ministry and we count it such a privilege to be here and share this 
Good News for however long He will allow us to remain or until He takes us up.  It seems 
the days are drawing nigh and so we more earnestly press forward toward the goal and 
the upward call.  Please pray for our new friends Zekiye, Ege, and Harun.  May they see 
sin for what it is and what it brings, and may they see God and worship Him for who He 
is!  

Many of our co-workers are being expelled from here due to visa problems; however,
our visas seem to continue to be sufficient.  We have approximately 2 ½ more years 
uninterrupted, until we can qualify for our citizenship.  We would appreciate your 
continued prayers for this.  It is such a great comfort knowing we can lean on you all 
during this time and that you bring us before the throne of our loving God and Father.  
May all we do, think, and say bring glory to Him.
     
Joyfully serving for His glory,
Joe, Karyn, and Angela Cavon
       



Praises and Prayers:

! Praise God for great fellowship and baptisms this past month!
! Praise God for His presence and healing of our broken hearts.
! Praise God for new friends that the Lord has sent us; may He quicken their spirits 

to hear and follow Him. 
! Pray for our summer programs to bear lasting fruit.
! Pray for one of our believing families who is moving to a different city.  May they 

continue in the faith, follow Him, and grow in their love and knowledge of Jesus. 
Please pray especially for Angela, as her best friend is one of their daughters, so 
she will miss her greatly.

! Pray for God to send Angela another kind, loving, believing friend.
! Pray for Umut who is also moving to a different city.  Pray for his protection and 

may he seek the Lord in all that he does and keep in step with the Spirit.
! Pray for Aydan who is no longer meeting with us as per her husband's request.  

May the Lord work in her heart and give her courage to seek Him first above all 
things and trust in Him.

! Pray for guidance and fruit as we use social media for our church group; much of 
the programs have changed.  May He lead us to just the right venue for 
advertisements.

! Pray for everyone in our church to nurture and develop a passionate love for both 
God and one another – including the lost.

! Pray for wisdom as we plan for fall activities. 
! Pray for Sema to seek God and not merely His benefits.  
! Pray for believers to be bold in their faith and not be ashamed of the gospel.
! Pray for Aydin to lay aside his pride and accept what God has done for us through 

His beloved son!
! Pray for believers to seek to have walks that are worthy of His calling and desire to 

live pure and holy lives.
! Pray for Hasan who has heard the gospel; may the sown seed not be stolen.
! Pray for Ege to come to know Jesus Christ as his savior.
! Pray for Mustafa who is seeking truth and who God is.  May the Spirit enlighten the 

eyes of his heart and draw him to Himself.
! Pray for Diamond to see beyond the morality of Christianity into the truth of God's 

word and offer of reconciliation to a holy God through His Son.
! Pray for Necip to grow in his sharing of Christ and may God show him fruit from his 

labors.
! Pray for Zevk as she seeks after God.  May He enlighten the eyes of her heart and 

may she continue to diligently seek truth.
! Pray for Vedat to prioritize fellowship with other believers and desire to grow as a 

Body of believers.
! Pray God would send us His elect.


