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Dear Family and Friends,

Your prayers and love are so appreciated! It is so hard to believe that we have only been in the
states for a little over a year and a half, and yet have experienced sorrows after sorrows making it seem
almost like an eternity. “How long, Oh LORD?” we have cried together. A little longer, has been the
response. Many people ask us how we can endure such trials and heartache; our answer is, only by the
grace of God and clinging to His promises. When enduring through such seemingly unending trials, it
is easy to be tempted to despair, to think that God has somehow forgotten us and how much we are
hurting. Praise be to God our Father, that He hears the cries of His children, comforts us, and tells us
that He is for us! Jeremiah 29:11 says, “'For I know the plans that I have for you,' declares the LORD,
'plans for welfare and not for calamity, to give you a future and a hope.” What an amazing, comforting
promise made from the God who created the entire universe!

On March 26, 2015, our dear, sweet Angela underwent her third and most major brain surgery in
order to remove one of the scars on her brain as a result of when she was so sick as an infant. It is our
prayer that this will be the final surgery and that removal of the second scar will not ever be required.
For three and half years now, Angela has been suffering because it has been so difficult to diagnose
what exactly was happening to her, despite her very accurate descriptions. When they finally
diagnosed her, the news kept getting worse and worse. With so many tears, with such a heaviness of
heart, with such an incredible burden to bear, we have pressed on in our confidence that God was going
to heal her. Psalm 126:5-6 has really spoken to our hearts throughout this trial. It reads, “Those who
sow in tears shall reap with joyful shouting. He who goes to and fro weeping, carrying his bag of seed,
shall indeed come again with a shout of joy, bringing his sheaves with him.” Pastor John Piper, while
pondering this same bit of truth, has said, “The psalmist teaches the tough truth that there is work to be
done whether I am emotionally up for it or not; and it is good for me to do it.” Walking with Angela
through this trial, including the decision-making process, beseeching the Lord for wisdom, watching
her suffer and trying to comfort her, being there with her during the diagnostic and surgical procedures
and giving her encouragement throughout the trials, has been the most difficult thing we have done in
our lives. But through it all, God has been and continues to be with us! Praise the Lord with us for
hearing and answering our prayers for a successful surgery. On March 26", Angela underwent a 6 hour
surgery where the doctors cut open her skull, removed one of the scars on her brain and replaced the
skull piece using titanium plates and screws. We just got back the pathology report on the removed
tissue and it is clear that the brain tissue removed was solely scar tissue and not any other underlying
pathology or disease which could potentially cause the same issue to “pop up” somewhere else in her
brain. This is such a relief and encouraging piece of news for us; it causes us to sing loudly, praises to
God for His mercy and lovingkindness!

We ask that you would pray for her continued healing. After Angela was discharged from the
hospital, she was readmitted due to some suspicious constrictions that she was feeling in her throat.
Since she is still only 3 weeks post surgery, it is too early to say that these feelings are coming from the
second, remaining scar. It is highly possible that it is merely due to blood left on her brain from the
surgery. It takes the body about a month to re-absorb this from the brain, so at this point we are
treating her with medication in the hopes that it will resolve itself on its own. Please pray with us that
another round of these surgeries will in no way be necessary.

At this point, we are required to return to Mayo for a follow-up visit with the neurosurgeons,
neurologists and get an EEG in about 2.5 months from now and 6 months from now, another follow-up
visit and EEG as well as an evaluation of her post-surgical comprehension and brain function. As far
as we are seeing at home post-surgery, it has been such a joy to see her enjoying reading and retaining
what she has read! She has also been sleeping in her own bed now for over a week; she has not been
able to do this for over 6 months — her confidence has grown so much that she even spent the night at



Grandma's house the other day! She is also eligible for a service dog which we believe is also going to
help her build confidence and independence. Over the last year and a half, her life has been so difficult
with so many seizures every day, that she has not been able to leave our sides for even an hour. It is
with exceeding joy that we begin to exit through the mist of this storm with Angela, seeing glimpses of
the dawning sun before us.

We will begin traveling for ministry this week. Joe is teaching at a Shepherd’s Conference in
Missoula and then preaching at a church in Libby. On our way home, we will pick up the service dog
from Columbia Falls. Angela will be able to cuddle and bond with it the entire journey home, which
she is really looking forward to. Now that she is recovering and finally experiencing some relief, we
are beginning to solidify some of our plans for what our ministry is going to look like during this time.
Currently, we have a lot of irons in the fire and are seeking God's guidance for what He has in store for
us. Unfortunately, due to all the issues we have had to attend to, we have yet to be debriefed by our
Home Office, Christar, in TX. Lord willing, we will be able to attend sometime this summer, as we
know it will be a great source of refreshment and encouragement for us.

Jake is finishing up his first year at MSU as a Cell Biology and Neuroscience major. He has done
a great job and is on the President's academic list. He is considering minoring in Japanese and
spending Spring Semester of 2016 abroad in Japan. Joshua is completing his Junior Year in High
School at Heritage Christian School and really maturing. He joined a robotics club and he and his team
won first place for their robot! It is a blessing to have him attending there with such a wonderful and
godly staff of teachers. Angela is finishing up her homeschooling. She was so disappointed to not be
able to go to “real school” but, by God's grace, her teacher and principal were kind enough to allow her
to attend PE or Computer Lab in order to keep up her relationship with the class. It is our hope and
intention that she will be able to attend 5™ grade at Heritage with Josh next school year. At the rate she
is recovering, this looks like a very good possibility.

Previously we quoted from Psalm 126 which states, “Those who sow in tears shall reap with
joyful shouting.” So many times we were tempted to just give up hope; by God's grace, sustained by
His mercy and your fervent prayers for us and our family, we pressed on through our tears. We pray
that these experiences will be a testimony to you all, as it is for us, and cause you to glorify our great
God along with us. Now, truly we are reaping with joyful shouting and singing to our Lord! “Weeping
may last through the night, but joy comes in the morning!” (Ps 30:5b)

May the Lord bless you and keep you and make His face to shine upon you each moment of
every day.

Your servants, wrapped in His grace,
Joe, Karyn, Jacob, Joshua and Angela Cavon

Praises and Prayers:

Praise God Angela's surgery went well and she is finally feeling true relief! She has been seizure free
since the surgery on March 26!

Please pray for God to bring her to complete health and that the residual constrictions in her throat that
she is feeling subside on their own without the need for further intervention.

Praise God for a good school year for the boys and Angela despite the many medical emergencies and
trips to Rochester over the past year.

Praise God for the love and support we have received from the Body of Christ.



Pray for Joe's brother, Alan and his family. He has suffered a heart attack followed by multiple strokes.
Pray the Lord would give the doctors wisdom to know why the strokes are happening and grant
comfort to him and all his family.

Pray for the Lord to use Joe as he teaches at various Missions Conferences this month and preaches in
Libby. May it be mutually encouraging and spurring on to love and good works.

Pray for safety as we travel with Angela and for Jacob and Joshua as they remain here in Bozeman.

Pray for Selda as she continues to share the Gospel with seekers. Praise God, she met with 2 women
alone for the first time to share and was extremely blessed.

Pray for wisdom as our team on the field begins formal teaching on eldership for Ankara Hope Church.
Pray for Yesim, who has reaped sorrow and suffering after going the way of Cain. After much
discussion with Karyn, she is now willing to truly seek God, consider the cost, and make her decision
in about a month. May she truly seek Him with her whole heart.

Pray for Mete who has been shaken by the trials that have hit Ankara Hope Church.

Pray for Murat to have grace to live in peace with his unbelieving wife. May his children see the love
of Christ in him as he interacts with them.

Pray for Serkan to keep on the narrow path no matter what his peers say or do.

Pray our brothers and sisters in Christ at Ankara Hope Church would continue to walk in unity and love
one another.

Pray for God to make clear what our ministry will be like here as Angela is recovering from surgery.

Pray for God to provide for all of our physical, spiritual and financial needs according to His riches in
glory in Christ Jesus.

Pray we would always keep our eyes on Jesus, the author and finisher of our faith!



