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Dear Family and Friends,

Warmest and most joyous greetings to you all on this new year, in the name of our 
holy Savior and Lord, Jesus Christ!  Time seems to fly by lately; it is hard to believe that 
we are already living in the year 2022.  So true is Proverbs 19:21, which says, “Many are 
the plans in the mind of a man, but it is the purpose of the LORD that will stand.”  I think 
that we can all agree that the past two years have brought about a lot of unusual change 
and uncertainty, no matter what part of the world in which you are living.  

As is our custom, the month of January is a time when we look back on the previous 
year and praise God for how He answered prayers and displayed His glory in our midst.  It
came to our rememberance that one of the things we’ve never been able to do much of in
the country of Turkey on a regular basis is tangible, physical (or mercy) ministry. 
Typically, in past years, it seemed that no matter how poor a person became in Turkey, 
one could always go to the village where their family came from and find a place to sleep 
at night, do some work, and get bushels of food to eat and bring back to the city. 
However, the recent economic crisis in this country has plummetted to the worst it has 
been in 20 years, with a major devaluation of the Turkish Lira and skyrocketing inflation.  
As a result, many people are hurting and losing what meager employment they previously
had; the situation is certainly dire and seems hopeless for many.

A common question and complaint through this trying time has been, “Where is God 
in all this? Why doesn't He do something?”  This was a perfect opportunity for us in our 
little church speak to our brethren and flesh out what is meant by how we “consider one 
another in order to stir up love and good works” (Heb. 10:24).  Through these lessons, 
God has given our fellowship a vision to open a completely separate branch of outreach 
than what we’ve done in the past, in which we will focus our attention on the extremely 
poor and downcast within this city who are now finding themselves in desperate need of 
help.  Through much prayer and conversations with the believers at AHT, we have begun 
our first steps in this new area of ministry.  AHT church members will be involved in every
step of the process of this ministry.  They will be responsible to find those we will aid, 
deliver goods, fill utility cards, share the gospel message, visit and build relationships... 

Our intent is not to fully support individuals or families, rather, we want to begin new
realtionships and be a moderate help system that aids the poor with miscilaneous physical
needs.  We are going to the poverty riddled areas in and around the city of Ankara and 
providing the poor with their greatest physical needs - such as, food (dry beans, rice, 
wheat, etc.), warm clothing/blankets, long underwear, slippers, gloves, etc.  We’re also 
providing hygiene packets that include items such as, underwear, a toothbrush, 
toothpaste, soap, shampoo, pads, diapers, etc.  During these cold winter months, we are 
also helping to fill utility cards (gas, electric, and water) and providing coal for heating 
and other basic necessities of life.

As is always the case in our ministry, though we are endeavoring to meet many of 
the physical needs of the poor, we recognize the greater need of those whom we are 
serving – namely that they have spiritual needs that are far more urgent.  Therefore, all 
of us from the church make it a priority to share a clear and complete presentation of the 
gospel when establishing our new realtionships. We are also delivering Christian resources
(Bibles, DVDs, and tracts), sharing from God’s word, and praying for our new friends.  
Furhtermore, we are asking God to lead us to people and families who are, and will be, 
responsive to the message while simultaneously keeping people with evi intentions from 
us. As we build these new relationships, we are inviting our new friends to church and will 
be providing transportation for them to attend as necessary.



As we begin this new addition to our ministry, we are searching for those with the 
most dire needs, which seems to always be the women and children who, for whatever 
reason, do not have a male presence in their lives.  As an example, we began this 
ministry January 2, 2022 by providing a winter jacket for a boy whose drunken father 
recently threatened and unsucessfully attacked him, his older sister and mother with a 
butcher knife. Thankfully they escaped from his attempts at harming them. However, they
are now living in poverty, ineligible of government support due to bureaucratic reasons, 
and just trying to survive from one day to the next.  Unfortunately, this is becoming an all
too familiar scenario as the poverty worsens in the country.  Our intent is to begin with 
three individuals and/or families to help in January 2022, setting aside a small amount of 
money for each one of the recipients. We will re-evaluate in February to see how many 
more we can add at that time, and in the months to follow.

Pestilence, poverty, wars, rumors of war seem to be on the rise all around us, clearly
revealing that the Day of the Lord is drawing closer.  Moreover, these physical needs we 
are endeavoring to meet are merely a shadow of the more urgent spiritual needs that 
have not yet been filled, that is, reconciliation with a loving God who has opened a way 
for all to enter into relationship with Him.  Therefore, we will “let not mercy and truth 
forsake us; but bind them around our necks, write them on the tablet of our hearts, and 
so find favor and high esteem in the sight of God and man.” Pv 3:3-4.  It is our prayer 
that through these simple acts, they will see God's goodness, glorify Him, and seek Him.  
We thank you all from the bottom of our hearts for joining us and we look forward to 
seeing yet more magnificent workings of the Lord as He exalts His glorious name through 
the building of His church!

May you all be blessed beyond your own comprehension and may the year 2022 
prove to be your most wonderful year yet!  May the glory of God be ever present in each 
of your lives every moment of each day.

For the joy that is set before us and for His glory,
Joe, Karyn, and Angela Cavon

P.S.
There was a recent, encouraging article written about our ministry, Haven of Hope, that 
you may be interested in reading:
https://www.christar.org/blog/demonstrating-gods-provision.

Praises and Prayers:

! Praise God the first semester of the school year is almost completed.
! Praise God for Angela turning 17 and Karyn turning a year older in November!!! ;)
! Praise God for celebrating 30 years of marriage!
! Praise God we currently have residency permits!
! Praise God for a good Christmas outreach/celebration.  May the Lord touch the 

hearts of all who attended.
! Praise God for Layik's sweet and faithful attitude of contentment during this trying 

time.
! Pray for God to open the eyes of our new friend's hearts.
! Pray for resolution of sinful conflicts within our body.



! Pray for a deep love of one another within the church.
! Pray for members of AHT to know and understand who we are in Christ and live 

accordingly.
! Pray we would ot grow weary of well doing.
! Pray for endurance as we labor in love for the saints here in Ankara.
! Pray for some new friends from social media that God would give them courage to 

meet with us.
! Pray for much lasting fruit from our outreach ministries on Instagram and 

Facebook.
! Pray that our beleiving friends would practice choosing God's way and not default to

the ways of the world's system.
! Pray for true forgiveness between a few of our brethren in AHT
! Pray for Rehav to use her words for encouraging and healing rather than cutting 

down.  May she esteem others better than herself. 
! Pray Sevil would seek God above all these earthly pleasures.  
! Pray Aydin would be granted repentance and come to Christ as savior.
! Pray for Avram to lay aside the pleasures of this world and focus on pleasing God 

and not men.
! Pray for God to use us and the new addition to our ministry for His glory and 

furthering of the Kingdom!


