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Dearly beloved Family and Friends,
We send our warmest greetings to you all from chilly, Bozeman, Montana.  2013 marked our 10 

year anniversary of laboring for the Lord in Turkey with Christar!  We have, indeed, been blessed and 
seen abundantly more fruit from our labors than we could have ever asked or imagined.  All praise and 
glory be to our great Father in heaven who supplies all our needs according to His riches in glory! (Phil
4:19)  Secondly, we praise God for you all and personally thank you for enduring with us as good 
soldiers of Christ Jesus.  Thank you for your continued laboring and encouraging us through your 
faithful prayers and generous gifts so that we are able to patiently bear all things and do the work of the
evangelist and thus fulfill our ministry.  What a great God we have the honor of serving together! 

As we serve the Lord in America during this “At Home Assignment,” the internet continues to be a 
blessing to us, in that we are able to continue to have daily and weekly contact with our brothers and 
sisters in Turkey at Ankara Hope Church.  They continue to press on, holding fast to their faith, and we
are blessed to be able to share with you all so that we may continue to bear their burdens with them 
even while we are stateside.  It is our pleasure to share with you a couple of requests from our family.  

When our brother, Kamil, became a believer he poured out his heart to us that none of his family 
was on speaking-terms. Often times in Turkey, families have many grudges and strife among them.  
This was not necessarily due to his faith in Christ, though when they found out it did not help the 
matters. Throughout his life, many hurtful exchanges were made, which caused a wall to be erected 
around each sibling as well as around the mother. When Kamil came to know Jesus, his heart longed to
have reconciliation with his family so that he could share the love of Christ with them. One week 
before we left for furlough, we prayed together for peace and forgiveness in his heart for his part of the 
relationships, and an opportunity for him to share his faith in Christ with his mother. That night he 
called his mom only to hear in the background, "I don't have a son named Kamil! Hang up the phone!" 
He was crushed, as one can imagine. We talked of God's sovereignty and man’s choices.  He was 
determined to incline his will and heart to God's. Two weeks ago, his mother died suddenly, much to 
his shock and dismay. It was a real blow to his heart, but praise God that he is standing fast in his faith 
in God. May The Lord bring his heart healing and may he learn more and more the depths and breadth 
of God's love for him and his people. 

You may remember our dear sister, Serpil. She came to know the Lord about 3 years ago.  When 
we left Ankara, she was moving back to a western city with her two children to live with her parents 
because her husband had just beat her up so badly that she was hospitalized and he was going to 
divorce her.  Everyone was content and Serpil was no longer living in fear, but out of nowhere, her 
husband sent some men to go and drag her home to him. At that time he promised to be a new man, a 
better husband to her and a better father to their children. He promised to read the Bible and search for 
God. This time of respite lasted a couple of months, and then one morning he saw her reading her Bible
and called his mother. He beat her up and even hit their little girl who is only 9 years old. His mother-
in-law tore up her Bible and searched the house for more "propaganda."  She begged them to read and 
judge for themselves if it was filled with hatred or not.  She has been forced into solitude again, but we 
praise God with her for the wonderful fellowship with the body she had for the last 4 months.  We 
praise God that she knows this trial is only temporary, and one day our great and mighty God will right 
all the wrongs of this world! 

 Our dear Ester seems to have a life filled with pain and troubles, yet she holds fast to her faith in 
Jesus. She has had such an oppressive upbringing and deals with a lot of trust issues.  Our departure 
from her presence was very tearful even though she had been introduced to others who would be there 



to come along side her.  Since our leaving, she expressed to us that she has felt alone and unable to 
open up to the other brothers and sisters. Please pray for her to be able to open her heart to others in the
fellowship so that they can help her bear her burdens. 

It is with such great comfort that we share these dear ones’ lives and burdens with you all, knowing 
that it will be brought before our loving Father’s throne of grace.  Our Lord is so wise and kind to knit 
us together in one Body and allow us to bear one another’s burdens.  When one in the body suffers, we 
all suffer (1 Cor 12:26).  There is clearly warring in the spiritual realm after so great a work of God in 
such a dark country.

We have been on At Home Assignment since August of 2013; however, since May, it seems that 
our lives have been riddled with pain and loss, sorrow being added upon sorrow, but our loving Father 
sustains us through the work of His Spirit and your fervent prayers.  As most of you know, our little 
Angela has been experiencing intense health issues, even resulting in an emergency hospitalization 2 
weeks ago.  We ask that you continue to beseech God to put His healing hand upon her body and praise
Him for the guidance and His providential protection of her that is so evident especially during this 
recent crisis situation.  It is our desire to get Angela stabilized and on the road to healing, assist Jacob 
and Joshua as they prepare for their futures, and reconnect with you all personally to tell of the 
wondrous works God has done over the past 5 years in Turkey. With this in mind it is appropriate to 
remember to pray for Ken and Rhonda who are the current team leaders over the ministry of Ankara 
Hope Church while we are stateside. It is a lot of responsibility that they carry on top of their already 
full schedule of concurrently acting as Field Leader. We are so grateful for their willingness to serve 
and help in this way. 

The Apostle Paul wrote, “But one thing I do:  Forgetting what is behind and straining toward what 
is ahead, I press on toward the goal to win the prize for which God has called me heavenward in Christ 
Jesus”  (Phil. 3:13-14).  As we enter into the year 2014 with all our experiences, all our successes, all 
our failures, and wonder what the Lord has for us next, it is our greatest desire to continue to walk a 
walk of faith in Christ.  We desire most to grow in our knowledge and love of our precious Savior.  His
marvelous grace towards us motivates us to strain and stretch ourselves toward what is ahead in order 
to win the prize, which is to be like Christ!  We dare not let our hearts grow weary of doing good, but 
we pray for the Lord’s wisdom and guidance as we plan for our future.  Thank you so much for 
partnering with us in this ministry. 
  

Joyfully serving for His glory,
Joe, Karyn, Jacob, Joshua and Angela Cavon

  
Prayers and Praises:
!Praise God for the growing love for the Lord and each other that is being seen among our 

beloved brothers and sisters in Ankara Hope Church (Ankara Umut Kilisesi); may their love 
abound still more and more!

!Pray for our brother, Kamil.  May he feel the comfort of Jesus as he mourns and wrestles with 
the realities of the death of his unsaved mother.  Pray also for his wife, Sevgi, who has cancer. 
May she acknowledge the great changes in Kamil's life are  due to his faith in Christ and 
becoming a new creation and desire this in her life.  May God grant her repentance and reveal 
Himself to her.

!Pray for God's protection on Serpil and her children. May the Lord Give her strength and may 
she hold fast to her faith. May God open her husband's eyes to the truth and reveal to him the 
evil he is doing and bring him to his knees in repentance and turn to faith in Christ.

!Pray for Ester, who has been struggling with depression since we left.  May she find comfort in 
Christ and cling to the truth that He Himself has said He would never leave us nor forsake us!

!Pray for Alper to grow in humility and remember that we should magnify Christ in ALL that we do.
!Praise God for Yesim's faithfulness to God during many months of oppression in her parent's 

home.
!Praise God that our brother Ali has met a Kazak believer and they are engaged to be married!  



Praise God for their desire to follow Christ together and their humility and willingness to 
undergo Christian marriage counseling.

!Pray for Selda who is beginning to do some follow-up on seeking women coming to our website. 
May she clearly and boldly share the Gospel with love and truth.

!Pray for Sirzat as he gets more and more involved in "better business" in Turkey which is 
causing him to miss out on fellowship with believers.  May he not forget his first love.

!Praise God that our brother Mete has found a stable job! Pray for his wife who is afraid to seek 
truth because of abuse from her family after he became a believer.  May he be such a light in 
their household that she is uncontrollably enticed to seek after Jesus.

!Pray that God would supernaturally grant Caglayan, our special brother, repentance over his 
unclean words and out-bursts of rage.  May he have humility to go to 3 brothers and ask for 
forgiveness for sinning against them.

!Pray for Murat who has opened his own carpentry shop and aims to hire only believers.  May 
God bless his efforts to deal honestly and with excellence.

!Pray for Angela who is again suffering from health issues.  May the Lord grant her complete 
healing and the doctors wisdom as they try to properly diagnose and treat her.

!Pray for Ken and Rhonda who are stepping in as team leader of the  Ankara Hope Church plant 
while we are stateside.  May the Lord grant them extra energy and wisdom as they serve as 
both the field leaders of Turkey and of this church plant simultaneously.

!Pray we would be able to find time for some rest and healthy grieving.
!Please pray for God to provide for all our needs:  Financial, spiritual and physical.
! Pray for our hearts to be inclined to His will for us.
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